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Choreographers
Janvary 11-13, 2008 Ballsesr, Argentine Tange

Center Stage Theater Swing, Salsa ard Hip-Hep
tickets call 963-0408 .
April 11 & 12,2008

centerstagetheater.org
patron $50, general $25, ILGBQFG Theaﬂ;@

SBDA member $292 063-0761
student/senior $20 $28 SBDA Merbers

— $31 General, $60 Patron
Heather C;?g‘ Ssr'fg ineludes Lobara faslit foes
Nancy Colahan Pateon ticket includes preferred
Nicole Helton seating and enstage GALA
Ach &a {g‘r#gﬁtti ervar q ValeﬂﬁisHauztdon post=performance to dance with the cast
presented to E Bonnie Lewz
LUIS. GOE.NA SusaDdsisla m@ s and applictions due Jan 14, 2008
05’3 In I\: nugs r;tht nKaraaStewarr: Adjudication date Jan 19, 2008

A GLASS OF WINE Jacqueline Wiley applications at www.sbdancealliance.org
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Teen chereographers) Showcase
@M Saturday, May 31, 2008 GIVE DANCE A CHANCE!
) ¥ Marfoie Luke Theatre SdntdBevbavd: Drnte D

TEEN CHOREOGRAPHERS work for 3 B mfﬂ#ﬁ@#ﬁ@@ il i1 ¢
months with mentors to choreograph their P } 8 m%
own work, assist with production, costumes, Swing, Salsa, Argentine Tango, Rhumba,
biographies, and ad sales. They receive train- H
ing in choreography, technical theater and Ba”et’ Hlp Hop and more
educational skills. They give lecture demon- Many studios in Santa Barbara will offer
strations to under-served peers. classes for $1....WOW canit beat that!

APPLICATIONS are due on March 8, 2008 proceeds go to our scholarship fund

and are available on our web site at K
www.shdancealliance.org schedule on our website after March Iggge 1




Luis Goena...The Spirit

fiLuis Goena is a local legend,
known by many and loved by all.o
- Cynthia Goena

For more than 60 years, Luis Goena
has shared his passion for folk danc-
ing with the people, bringing a joy and
understanding that has inspired and
sustained the Balkan dance community
in Santa Barbara. When we asked for
stories of Luis, it became clear that
this quiet, unassuming man, has left a
profound and indellible im-
pression on all who know him.

Mention Luis or his dancing and you will
hear over and over again that his love of

dance is fiinfectious,0 his teaching gentle, reassuring, engaging and
inspiring. He is described as the fispirit of folk dancing personiyed.o
Robert Williams says of Luis, fi[his] involvement with folk dancing
has always been [inclusive]...[he] created a sense of community
whenever and wherever he danced.o Luisis daughter, Maria, afyrms,
fieach week i see him helping newcomers learn their yrst steps.
He pulls people into the dances even if they doubt themselves.o

Luis, h his oat, iChicas

Born and raised in Carpinteria, Luis began folk dancing in the 1950is
by taking a class at Santa Barbara Teacheris College (now UCSB). He
continued dancing as a member of Santa Barbara Folk Dance Club.
Not long after, Luis worked with the City of SB to allow the group to
dance at Chase Palm Park. On Sunday afternoons, the lively steps of
Macedonia, Greece, Romania and Yugoslavia graced the beach there.

By the early 1970is to experience the cultures yrsthand and
learn from the masters, Luis regularly traveled to homelands
of the dances he loved. For several summers he and Robert
Vickery traveled all over Macedonia and Bulgaria in a VW van.
They attended every village dance event they could ynd, ficol-
lecting dances, music, costumes, and experiences, which they
brought back to Santa Barbara,0 says Jatila Van der Veen.

Luis met his wife, Annette, while dancing over 30 years ago. Together
they have eight children and many grandchildren. Because Luis and
Annette fidanced every day until she gave birth,0 Annette expected
their daughter, Maria, fito be born dancing,0 and indeed Maria is a
dancer and dance teacher currently working toward a certiycate in

of Folk Dance Personiped

by Nicole Helton and Luisis friends

social dance. At her wedding Maria says, fiMy father did
not walk me down the aisle, but rather danced me down
it.0 His daughter, Cynthia describes her father as figifted
with an intuitive understanding of music and dance...he
dances the dance of the common people...teaching us
that dance, at its heart is joyful and meant to be shared.0

In addition to Balkan dancing, Luis is well versed in traditional
Mexican and early Californian, Californio, dancing. He led iLos
Parientes,) a group that performed these dances in Santa Barbara
as well as Los Angeles and San Diego. He is also to thank for
the Oak Park Stage - an integral part of Santa Barbarals summer
ethnic festivals, including SBDAis DAM: International, Dance Art &
Music Festival, where Luis has performed for many years. Citing
the upkeep of the stage as too expensive, the City was planning
to take it down. Determined to keep it, Luis fiinspired a group of
volunteers and donors to rebuild the dance poor and even sent a
truck to Oregon to get just the right wood,0 recalls John Ernest.

Luis is also an active member of Los Californios, a non-
profit dedicated to preserving 19th century Californio and
Mexican traditional dance and dance music. He has do-
nated to many local charitable organizations and activist
groups including Community Environmental Council of SB,
Visiting Nurse and Hospice Care, Cancer
Center of SB, CA Physical Therapy Fund and
Community Action Commission. In 2003, the
SB Independent named Luis a Local Hero.

If not for the efforts of Luis, Balkan dance in
Santa Barbara may have disappeared. His
enthusiasm and selpess giving have upheld
the genre.fiThanks to Luis, we have been
able to do [Balkan] dances...for the past
[60] years, and in this way a caring, joyous,
multi-generational [dance] community has
arisen, fi says Marc McGinnis.

To this day, Luis can be found every Wed.
night at 8pm, leading a Balkan dance les-
son. In winter months lessons are held at
the Unitarian Church In summer months
they take place in Oak Park, under the stars
where he shares his dance, his music, and
the goat cheese and wine he makes himself.
All are welcome.

Scholarsiips

APPLICATIONS FOR SUMMER AWARDS DUE
MAY 28. SEE YOUR STUDIO/INSTRUCTOR

Dance Alliance has awarded 73 scholarships to 8-16 year
olds since the inception of this program in 2004. Applicants
audition for a panel of professionals. We follow their prog-
ress during the school year, attend their performances and
receive progress reports from their studio. Students are
recommended by their instructors/studios only and funds
are to pay for tuition for dance training at local studios.
Awards range from $250 -$750. Applications due May 12.
sbdancealliance.org/services/scholarship/
We are proud of our dancers, grateful to our sponsors
and welcome donations to foster
the FDA fiThe Future Dancers of America.o
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Back Row, L-R: Sabrina Ibarra, SBDA President-Rich Hoag, Natalia
Perea, First District Supervisor- Salud Carbajal, SBDA Executivg
Director-Julie McLeod, Kaila Holford, Olivia Villalovos, Alexandra
Freres. Front Row, Marlon Dorantes, Odalys Gonzalez, Valanci Villa
Linda Arellano Not Pictured,Brigette Figueroa & Chaye Jackson







