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Santa Barbara Dance Alliance Announces 

Summer Scholarships

Summary Facts:

· What: Santa Barbara Dance Alliance Scholarship Award Winners receive awards
· Where: Marjorie Luke Theatre, 721 E Cota St, Santa Barbara 
· When: Saturday, May 30, 2009 at 8pm
· Who: Mayor Marty Blum and Margo Cohen-Feinberg 

· Public Information: For more information, contact Santa Barbara Dance Alliance at (805) 966-6950 or visit www.sbdancealliance.org. 
· Editor’s Note: High-resolution image available on website 

Santa Barbara, CA – Thirteen talented dancers were honored with Santa Barbara Dance Alliance Education Scholarship Awards on Saturday, May 30, 2009 during the performance of ON THE VERGE: Teen Choreographers’ Showcase at the Marjorie Luke Theatre.  
Mayor Marty Blum and Margo Cohen-Feinberg, who is a patron of the Dance Alliance scholarship program, presented Summer scholarship awards to the following young dancers: 
Olivia Villalovos, Sabrina Ibarras and Avery Jones from Linda Vega Studio; Barbara Vargas, Valanci Villa and Alexandra Freres from Cruz Dance and Entertainment; Marlon Dorantes from Paloma Rios Studio; Lindsay Papa and Claire Patterson from Santa Barbara Dance Arts; Karina Biancone from Gustafson School of Dance; Odalys Gonzales from Montecito School of Dance; Kaila Holford from State Street Ballet; Chanel Rae Pepper from 14k Jules Dance Academy.

The recipients started with a recommendation from their studios for scholarship competition on the basis of talent, dedication, and financial need.  Having excelled in auditions held in mid-May, the young artists received awards of up to $500 matching funds for dance study at local studios. The young artists auditioned for a professional dance panel which included: David Teton-Landis, Jenn Malkin, Margo Cohen-Feinberg, Marisol Cabrera, and Cybil Gilbertson.
In the past six years, SBDA has awarded 114 scholarships to local, talented, dedicated young artists in need of financial support. Year after year, Santa Barbara Dance Alliance watches the youngsters mature in their dancing. They go on to university dance departments, become professional dancers, and many return to Santa Barbara to teach.  We are proud of our “Future Dancers of America!” 

Jean Kaplan, Margo & Bob Feinberg, Palazzio Restaurant, Susan Bower, Montecito Bank & Trust, Performing Arts Scholarship Foundation, William H. Kearns and the Dorothea Hawes Family Trust generously support SBDA’s Dance Education Scholarship Program.  
Santa Barbara Dance Alliance is a unique service organization focused on promoting dance and dance education in Santa Barbara County. In addition to the scholarship program, SBDA presents year round performances and community events including NEW WORKS: Santa Barbara Choreographers, the DaM Festival (Multicultural Dance and Music), BASSH: Ballroom, Argentine Tango, Swing, Salsa & Hip Hop, master classes in collaboration with UCSB Arts & Lectures and ON THE VERGE: Teen Choreographers Showcase. For more information on how you can get involved, contact Santa Barbara Dance Alliance at (805) 966-6950 or online at www.sbdancealliance.org.
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