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 Santa Barbara Dance Alliance Presents 
 15th Annual DaM: INTERNATIONAL DANCE & MUSIC FESTIVAL  

· Celebration of 17 cultural traditions represented in Santa Barbara County, CA  
· Saturday, September 12, 2009  
· Learn international folk dances from 2-4:30pm, FREE!  
· Family friendly, early evening performance at 5pm  
· Live music  
· Marjorie Luke Theatre, 721 E. Cota St  
· Uniquely interactive event with FREE dance lessons with the performers  
· Tickets are $10 for adults, 16 and under are FREE!  
· Tickets available at the door, at the Dance Alliance office 966-6950 or on line at www.sbdancealliance.org 

  

Editors note: interviews available upon request  

High Resolution 300dpi photos are available at:  

http://www.sbdancealliance.org/gallery/danceFesitival/dancefesitval.html  

For more information and to get involved, call Santa Barbara Dance Alliance at (805) 966-6950 or see www.sbdancealliance.org. 

 

Santa Barbara, CA – Santa Barbara Dance Alliance presents the DaM: International Dance and Music Festival Saturday, September 12, 2009, 2pm-7pm. Now in its 15th year, the DaM Festival celebrates the rich, cultural diversity in our own backyard. This family-friendly event features seventeen groups of artists performing and teaching traditional music and dance in colorful costumes from around the world. 

 

Sponsored by Santa Barbara Dance Alliance, this international festival is expected to draw at least a thousand dance participants and observers. Starting with FREE dance instruction from 2:00 to 4:30pm outside the Marjorie Luke Theatre, children and adults alike can experience the magic of movement through dance styles such as Polynesian dance from Hawaii and Tahiti and Capoeira, a unique and captivating Brazilian blend of high flying martial arts, dance and song. Everyone is invited to join and spectators are welcome. 
 The folk dances that will be taught 2:00-4:30pm are:  
· European/Israeli folk dance with Michael Lynch at 2pm  
· Capoeira with Mariano of  Capoeira Batuque at 2:30  
· Hula with Angelita Eller of Hula Anyone? at 3:00  
· Mexican Folklorico with Alma de Mexico-Georgina Rodriguez at 3:30  
· The Madison, early Chicago African American line dance, with Derrick Curtis at 4pm  

At 5:00pm, the event moves indoors to the Marjorie Luke Theatre for a full-blown performance celebrating international dance. The dance instructors perform with their companies and add Flamenco, Balkan, Middle Eastern, Brazilian, Polynesian, African, Indian classical, Mexican Salsa and more. 

 The groups performing on stage are:  

· Indian Tribal Elder, Pete Crowheart  
· Santa Barbara East Indian Company, Sarika Maiti  
· Oak Park Village Dancers - Luis Goena, Balkan dance  
· Fuego Gitano - Daniela Zermeno, Flamenco  
· Jessica Martinez, Middle Eastern sword dance  
· Alma de Mexico – Georgina Rodriguez, Mexican Folklorico  
· Capoeira Bahia – Professor Chin  
· Hula Anyone? – Angelita Eller, Polynesian and Tahitian dance  
· Panzumo – Budhi Harlow, West African Dance & Drums  
· Soukouss – Sese N’Tem Dances from Ghana and Tongo  
· Pacific Sword Company – English Morris Dancers  
· Khorotik Morotik – Jatila van der Veen-Davis, Armenian Folk Dance   
· Ring Shout – Frances Moore, Dances of early American Slaves    
· Huaracha Salsa- Salsa Barbara, Mexican Salsa   
· Claddagh Irish Dancers – Maire O’Connell    
· Linda Vega Flamenco – Linda sings and dances to a live Flamenco guitar, her dancers and Marlon Dorantes brings Flamenco passion to the stage! 
· And a few surprise groups! 

 Dance instruction is free and admission to the family friendly, early evening performance is $10 for adults and free for young people 16 and under. Tickets to the performance are available through Santa Barbara Dance Alliance (805) 966-6950 or www.sbdancealliance.org
 
  

 

  

Coming Soon…. 

 

On October 10th, 2009 SBDA will present the annual Dancers Ball at the Maritime Museum from 8 pm to midnight. The evening’s festivities will feature local exhibition dancers, a DJ, silent auction, food, wine tasting and more!  We will Dance With Our Stars and have a Ball! Tickets are $45 per person ($55 at the door) and $75 for two ($100 at the door.) A premium patron table for 4 is $400. For more information, contact the Santa Barbara Dance Alliance at (805) 966-6950 or www.sbdancealliance.org  

 About SBDA…. 

 Santa Barbara Dance Alliance is a service organization promoting dance and dance awareness in Santa Barbara County. Each year they produce a varied season of performances and community dance classes, as well as raise funds for scholarships for young artists to pursue their studies. For more information on how you can get involved, call Santa Barbara Dance Alliance at (805) 966-6950 or visit www.sbdancealliance.org. 

***
 Dancer Bios…. 

 Pete Crowheart is an Indian Tribal Elder who will give an invocation, tell Chumash story and sing a Rattle Song to bless the Festival in honor of the indigenous Chumash Indian Tribes. 

 Jessica Martinez began her dance studies in Jazz Dance at Ventura College in the early 1980s.  She soon progressed onto Middle Eastern dance with studying with Alexandra King, Judeen, Beth Amine, Suhaila Salimpour, Azizza, Bahaia, Hadia, Nashwa Monir-Cahill, and Natasya Katsikaris. In 2004 Jessica co-founded Nubian Divas Unlimited, a resource for belly dancers of color, and created Luscious Buttz, a clothing line for the larger Middle Eastern dancer. She will dance a middle Eastern Sword dance, balancing them on her head and wrists. 

 Jatila van der Veen-Davis began studying ballet and ethnic dance in New York City and has studied and performed across the US, in India, Macedonia, and Bulgaria. She was a principal dancer with the Ethno-American Dance Theater of NT, a Smithsonian Institute Scholarship recipient for dance study in India, and a soloist and principal folkloric dancer with the UCSB Middle East Ensemble. She danced with Ljupco Manevski, principal dancer of Macedonia’s national ensemble Tanec, during his US appearances. Jatila is the founder/director and choreographer of “Dzhamala!” Dance Ensemble in Santa Barbara and is an astro physicist at UCSB. Jatila will dance Khorotik Morotik, a popular Armenian song, in the Khocheree style from western Armenia. According to one folktale, the name derives from the horot-morot flower, a sweet-smelling flower which is associated with one’s sweet heart. During pre-Christian times the Armenians had a spring festival known as “haurot-maurot” during which young maidens would gather the sweet-smelling flowers and place them in a bucket of water overnight, and the next day would sprinkle the fragrant water on each other and on the young men. www.Jatiladance.com  

 Angelita Eller, director and owner of Hula Anyone?, brings her crowd-pleasing Polynesian dance from Hawaii and Tahiti. Eller has been teaching in Santa Barbara for the past 27 years and taught one of the first cultural dance classes established with Santa Barbara Recreation. Eller has studied with several kumu (master teachers) from Hawaii and Tahiti. She brings masters of Polynesian dance to teach in Santa Barbara.  www.hulaanyone.com  

 East India Dance Company, directed by classically trained Bharatanatyam dancer Sarika Maiti, perform classical Indian dance as well as the popular Indian Bollywood style. The dance group represents the diversity of India and South Asia.  All dancers are from different parts of S. Asia (India and Bangladesh), have different religious backgrounds (Hindu, Muslim, Catholic), and speak different Indian languages (Bengali, Hindi, Malayalam). They will dance Aaja Nachle, a Bollywood dance of flirtation. 

 Daniela Zermeño’s company Fuego Gitano will dance flamenco. Daniela first performed at 4 years old and has taught flamenco since she was 12 in her own studio. She coaches the JV Marquettes Dance Team at San Marcos High and La Colina Jr. High’s Emeralds Dance Team. She has performed in flamenco shows with artists Roberto Amaral, Juan Talavera, Lourdes and Yelisa of San Francisco and in all 13 of SBDA’s ON THE VERGE: Teen Choreographers’ Showcases. She also received SBDA’s prestigious “Teen of the Year 2008” award and is the 2009 Senior Spirit of Fiesta. 

Luis Goena directs the Balkan dance group Oak Park Village Dancers. Together with the band Opa Baba, they reconstruct a Balkan village each week in Oak Park and around Santa Barbara. Luis has been teaching Balkan dances from Macedonia, Bulgaria, Greece, Romania and Serbia as well as Early California dances in Santa Barbara for over 60 years. In 2008 he won Dance Alliance’s 11th Lifetime Achievement Award for his contribution to dance in Santa Barbara. 
 Derrick Curtis has been dancing and teaching youth, teens and adults for 11 years with his wife and dance partner Trudie Olsen-Curtis. Derrick teaches Ballroom at Santa Barbara Dance Center and is a recreational therapist and physical education specialist at Montessori Center School. He has served on the Board of Directors of Santa Barbara Dance Alliance and The Brotherhood of Santa Barbara. He is the recipient of SBDA’s 12th Lifetime Achievement Award for contribution to dance in Santa Barbara. Derrick and Trudie teach all manner of ballroom dances as Embody Dance. www.embodydance.net 

 Capoeira Sul de Bahia, Daniel Yoshimi, Prof. Chin (Sheen) was born in Santos, Brazil. He began his training in capoeira under the direction of Contra Mestre Eros in 1995. In 2000 Chin moved to Santa Barbara, CA. where teachrd both children and adults as well as in Ventura and Ojai. In 2002 Chin spearheaded the Kids Low Income Program, a four month program for 20-30 low income children to train in capoeira to receive their cords/belts at the Batizado. In addition, Chin teaches capoeira to elementary, middle and high school students in after school programs. www.capoeirasantabarbara.com  

 Salsa Barbara is directed by Joel Sanchez from Mexico City, Mexico, specializing in authentic Latin-Style dance. He has performed in Dance Alliance’s BASSH: Ballroom, Argentine Tango, Swing, Salsa & Hip Hop since its inception. 

Linda Vega is a professional flamenco dancer, teacher and choreographer. As director/owner of the Linda Vega Dance Studio, she has won 27 Spirit and Junior Spirit titles in the 22 years since its inception. For over 35 years she has performed internationally and throughout the United States with Spain's foremost companies; and with her own company, "Danzas de España" she has won numerous awards. She is now director of ¡FLAMENCO! Santa Barbara, a local company featuring the community's young flamenco talent. She will dance "Cafe de Chinitas" and "Fiesta por Bulerias" featuring Linda Vega, Amanda Cuevas, Cari Hekuis, Sabrina Ibarra, Corrie Jimenez, Jr. Spirit of Fiesta 2009 Talia Vestal, along with young guest dancer, Marlon Dorantes and flamenco guitarist Antonio Duran. As a rare treat, Linda will dance as well as sing the flamenco gritas. www.vegaflamenco.com 

 Marlon Dorantes is 13 years old and has the heart of a Gypsy dancer. In February 2008 he was featured as a “Child Dance Prodigy” in the esteemed Dance Magazine. He has received scholarships from Dance Alliance for the past 4 years. Marlon has trained with Ryan Zermeño and Linda Vega and dreams of going to Spain to study. He currently studies with Paloma Rios Flamenco Studio. 

 Claddagh Dance Co is under the direction of Máire O’Connell who moved to Ventura from Galway, Ireland in 1978. O’Connell has been dancing most of her life and is a fully accredited to teach and adjudicate by the Irish Dancing Commission of Ireland. She has been active in the Irish American community as a speaker and a judge as well as a past President of the Irish American Club of Ventura. O’Connell is a 1995 honoree of the city of Los Angeles for her participation in the Irish Community of Southern California. She has previously been president of the Western Region of Teachers and Adjudicators. In 1999 she was invited to judge the All Scotland’s, All Ireland’s and the World Championships in Ennis, Ireland. www.claddaghdance.com 

Santa Barbara Ring Shout Project, directed by Frances Moore, is a culturally diverse group of people who gather to study and perform Ring Shout, a dance-like spiritual movement the slaves did when they arrived in the United States. Ring Shout involves call and response singing, clapping, stomping and beating on the floor rhythmically with a stick or broom. Frances realizes that the history of her ancestors being enslaved must be shared. This was their expression to bring themselves out of the oppression of slavery. www.ringshout.org  

 Ballet Folklorico Alma de México (Soul of México) started in 1989 by Nino Carrillo is now directed by Georgina Rodriguez and has been a part of Santa Barbara’s Cultural Events throughout the years.  It allows the dancers to share their heritage and to live it through their love of dance. Each dance has its own costumes history and that represent the traditions from different States of Mexico.  
 Pacific Sword Co, English Morris Dancers directed by Gene Lerner - Eight men do a challenging and competitive sport/dance using swords and long sticks to bang rhythmically on the stage. It is a tradition found in the Cotswolds area in England from the 1800’s.   

 
